
 

         
 
 

11 April 2020 
    

To: Parents, Guardians and Staff, 
Saxonwold Primary School 
 
RE: COVID-19 AND ITS IMPACT ON OUR SCHOOL 
 
Good day Parents, 
 
This time of the year used to be characterized by Easter holiday travels and the biggest of our 
worries used to be road fatalities and getting to our holiday destination safely and on time. 
Even the onset of winter, and the consequent flu season, was not much of a big deal. You 
either get the flu shot, boost your immune system the way you can and get on with it.  
 
But this year is different. We are locked down in our homes in anxiety, uncertainty, fear and 
hoping for the best outcome. The airwaves and every news item are about Coronavirus, 
Covid-19, infection and death. It is the first news we are confronted with at the beginning of 
the day, throughout the day and at the end of the day. This is where we are, and the rest of 
the world is either in the same situation or even in a deeper predicament. 
 
I feel compelled, on behalf of the SGB to reach out to you with a message of hope and 
solidarity. We are in this together and no one has the answer. Our president and the 
government have taken a firm stance on the situation and each one of us need to support 
them and take care of our own health, our families and everyone else around us. Let us do 
what we are told to do: wash those hands, keep them off your face, stay at home, avoid 
crowds, and do not take the situation lightly. You can still find some humour in the situation 
but there is nothing funny about thousands of lives being lost in such a short space of time, 
and there is no war going on. 
There are those in our society who have lost their income and means of sustenance. There 
are businesses that will not survive this situation even at this stage. Do extend a hand of help 
wherever it is safe to do so. 
 
Our school, Saxonwold Primary, is in the same situation as every other school. To our 
knowledge none of our parents, leaners or staff have been infected with COVID-19. This may 
not be the case as I write this message to you, but we pray and hope that is the situation and 
that it will stay that way as we get through this pandemic. 
The GDE reached out to us recently to make our facilities available to manage the spread of 
the COVID-19 during this period declared as a National Disaster. The facilities could be used 
for the management, distribution and care for people, in the care and containment of the 
spread of COVID-19. This will only be if it becomes absolutely necessary. We agreed to this 
request as we felt that any help we can render, in this fight against the virus, will benefit all 
of us and the society at large.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Another development related to schools is the debate about whether the SGB staff should be 
paid or not during this period of lockdown. All our teaching staff (SGB and GDE) are still 
carrying on with their responsibilities digitally. You would have helped or seen your learner 
logging into our digital platform to continue with their learning. So, our teachers are working 
and deserve to be paid. For our non-teaching staff, we are continuing to pay them for as long 
as we have funds to do so. No one asked for this situation and we will do the best we can to 
support our staff through this period of extreme uncertainty.  
 
The consequence of maintaining our monthly salary bill is that we need to continue to get the 
school fees paid by you as committed. I extend a heart-felt thank you to all of you parents for 
continuing to meet your school fees obligations in this difficult period. It shows how 
committed you are to our school, your children’s education and your responsibility as a parent 
or guardian. You deserve a medal for not only making it possible for our school to keep 
operating but also make it possible for our staff to continue to get income to look after 
themselves and their families. 
Please keep it up. Without the school fees we will end up in a serious financial predicament 
of not being able to meet our salary obligations. 
 
We know that this too shall pass, and we want to be here when it does. I wish you and your 
family safety, God’s protection and the resilience to get through this with everything you hold 
dear intact. 
 
To our parents who are celebrating Easter, this is a somber moment to reflect on the meaning 
of the death of Christ, especially in a world that we are afraid to go out or be close to one 
another. May the meaning of Easter bring peace and fulfilment to your family as you celebrate 
Easter. 
 
Keep your spirit up, keep supporting one another, and keep safe. 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Dr Manessah Alagbaoso 
Chairperson: SGB 


